
The Invisible Enemy and The Waiting - Sun March 22, 2020

Good Morning! As we enter week 2 of the COVID-19 quarantines, 
I pray that you all are well, have everything you need and keeping 
your spirits encouraged and your faith strong. I’ve been 
connecting with many of you throughout the week and you have 
been so positive, strong and faith-filled.

But… I’m sure we all have many different internal emotions and 
responses to what’s happening in the world depending on who 
you ask. Even if you are leaning into your faith in God’s plan and 
power - underneath the surface, underneath your confessions of 
trust in Christ, you likely feel some measure of anxiety, fear, 
confusion, panic, frustration, impatience, despair or bewilderment. 
Wondering, how this will all unfold? How will this moment in 
history ultimately end? Will the shelves ever be fully stocked 
again?

For me there are 2 things I’ve been pondering; 

1. This Enemy is Invisible. 
The deadly virus that threatens us is silent and invisible 
(unless you’re a scientist in a lab) This thing we’re fighting is 
something I can’t see, can’t hear, can’t feel…I can take all the 
precautions - but I’m never sure if that’s enough. I could still 
be vulnerable to it in some way. There’s no way to really know. 
(EX: masks at the grocery store) 

2.   The Waiting 
      At heart, I’m actually a homebody. I’m a thinker and a reader,
      organizer/cleaner, I like fussing in the yard and doing little  
      projects and my favorite clothes are a pair of old  
      sweatpants and a comfy t-shirt. My favorite spot is my cushy  
      green chair, a cup of peppermint tea and a favorite blog on  



      my laptop, my bible or a good book. So, being quarantined at  
      home is not the worst thing that could happen for me.    

      *Although being quarantined with a highly active 8 yr old and  
       a new puppy and the guinea pigs from Reagans classroom  
       significantly impedes any of that from actually happening!

      (EX: Introverts - this is our time!) 

      The harder part of the quarantine is the waiting. There’s no  
      definitive projections for when the restrictions will be lifted.

Invisible Enemy:
As Believers - we are not unfamiliar with the idea of an 
invisible enemy…

Ephesians 6:12-13 AMP
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood [contending only 
with physical opponents], but against the rulers, against the 
powers, against the world forces of this [present] darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
(supernatural) places. 13 Therefore, put on the complete armor of 
God, so that you will be able to [successfully] resist and stand 
your ground in the evil day [of danger], and having done 
everything [that the crisis demands], to stand firm [in your place, 
fully prepared, immovable, victorious].

Whether it’s a sickness, a virus, our own negative or sinful attitude 
or habit, or a spiritual attack….whatever enemy we face…we 
need the strength, wisdom and power of God at work in our heart 
and life to steady us, bring peace, wisdom and victory. 



We need to be wise in this situation. Stay at home, wash your 
hands a lot, sanitize everything hands touch, practice social 
distancing…none of that means you are not people of faith or 
giving the enemy a victory. That’s foolish thinking. Following 
health precautions is wisdom. It’s a way to love and care about 
the health of others as well. 

Do you only worship if you go to church on Sunday? Do you only 
read scripture or think about the Lord in that little window once a 
week? If so, this is a wonderful opportunity to grow in your 
relationship with God and personal pursuit of Him. No matter what 
crisis we face, we are still the church. This is a wonderful and 
powerful opportunity to be mobilized the way we should be 
everyday. Worship where you are. Study where you are. Love and 
Love people in the place you are. 

Maybe this is even an opportunity for you to show love and 
kindness to the people in your house in a way you haven’t 
before?

The Frustrating and wonderful work of God in the Waiting
God always works in our waiting:

• Abraham and Sarah waited for a son (so did Rachel and 
Hannah).

• Joseph waited for a promotion.
• Moses waited to lead the Israelites out of slavery.
• Joshua waited for the Promised Land.
• Ruth waited for a husband.
• David waited to become king.
• Elijah waited for rain.
• Job waited for suffering to end.
• Paul waited for release from prison.



In the waiting, these people were called to serve their families and 
those around them; listen expectantly to God; pray without 
ceasing; not grumble or complain; and fulfill the ordinary work 
God called them to. It wasn’t glamorous, showy, or especially 
exciting, but it prepared them for what came next.

So…as we face this together and we wait for what comes next…
remember this:

• We are people of faith. 
• We are still the church. Meeting in a building is not what defines 

that for us.
• We are people of prayer.
• We serve a Sovereign God. Nothing happens that He is not 

aware of and in control of.
• We are part of the cure: 

Be responsible believers and citizens as we practice good 
hygiene, social distance, and even exercising restraint as we 
avoid hysteria in the hoarding of food and goods. (please!) 
Look for ways to love and care for people. Bible verses are 
empty words when they’re not demonstrated by our actions.

In closing: Continue to pray for our church, our community, our 
nation and all affected by the global crisis we are facing. 
We will stand strong in faith and love together and listen 
expectantly for the Holy Spirit to lead us.

Isaiah 41:10 (TPT) 
Do not yield to fear, for I am always near. 
Never turn your gaze from me, for I am your faithful God. 
I will infuse you with my strength  
and help you in every situation. 
I will hold you firmly with my victorious right hand.’




